alm Beach Gardens is for nature lovers. We trust that
this brochure identifies local natural resources and greenways
that are of interest to you and your family. Our goal is to
educate you regarding the natural treasures we have in our
own backyard. It is very difficult to protect and preserve the
City’s natural resources in a manner that is balanced with
the needs of the community. The Beautification and
Environmental Committee supports and compliments the

past and present City Councils for their long-range vision.

Truly, this 1s a
City of Gardens

For more information call (561) 799-4243, visit our website
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PALM BEACH GARDENS

Wild Lands

9, € parks, and

City map and
guide to our

natural resources,

The MacArthur Banyan Tree at night.

stablished in 1959, the City of Palm Beach Gardens
received its name from founding father John D. MacArthur,
who planned a community in which the streets were named

after flowers and trees. Some of the original flower and fern

Mangrove at Frenchman'’s Creek

other Nature’s garden can be found in
eight publicly owned conservation areas and many more
private environmentally significant lands which are

accessible to the public. Over the past 40 years, the City

at www.pbgfl.com, or write to: recreation ﬁzczlztzes.

The City of Palm Beach Gardens provides a perfect access point

planters still serve as signs at some street corners and intersections. of Palm Beach Gardens has developed an interconnecting

Photography by
Judson Rhodes

Growth Management Department to view and enjoy wild pristine land and waterways. Within the

On April 26, 1961, the first of two Banyan trees were relocated greenway system of meandering public sidewalks that

c/o City Forester City of Palm Beach Gardens are some of the States most valued

to the City’s main entrance off of Northlake Boulevard. Today, provide pedestrian linkages between urban and suburban

10500 N. Military Trail
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

the MacArthur Banyan trees and the area around them are

protected through the City’s only historic overlay zone.

Whether it was a result of planning or destiny, it was only

native plant communities. The diversity of plant life ranges

from saltwater Mangroves along the Intracoastal Waterway, to
the rare coastal scrub and majestic Oak hammocks within the
eastern portion of the City, to the central Pine flatwoods, and

open spaces and the rural natural areas. Our greenway
system, which ranges in width from 55 to 240 feet
along both sides of major City streets, also provides an

important wildlife corridor.

Sabal Palm (the state tree) at sunset

natural for the City of Palm Beach Gardens to embrace every our vast western wetlands.

PGA Boulevard is Palm Beach Gardens’ main street.
The State of Florida has recognized PGA Boulevard, as
well as Central Boulevard, Jog Road, Hood Road and
Donald Ross Road, as part of the “Florida Greenway”

aspect of open space in its way of life. Touted as the golf course

Sandhill Crane Access Park / C-18 Canal

capital of the world, Palm Beach Gardens is the largest city in

landmass within Palm Beach County.

Unknown to most, the 13,128 acres of the Loxahatchee Slough system. These roads and open spaces are designed to

ParM BEACH GARDENS Natural Area and surrounding preserves make up 36%, or over

allow people and wildlife to travel through the City.

A Slgﬂﬂfure ley one-third, of the City’s landmass. The City’s major canal and lake system adds another

dimension to a traveler who is heading out to sea or to
The Loxahatchee Slough is the headwaters for the state-recognized the Intracoastal Waterway.
wild and scenic Loxahatchee River, which flows past Jonathan
Dickinson State Park on its way to the Atlantic Ocean. “The beauty of trees, the softness of

the air, the fragrance of grass, speak to me.”
~Indian Chief Dan George




he City Council of Palm Beach Gardens welcomes
you to explore the outdoors. Our natural treasures provide
a unique opportunity for residents and visitors to enjoy
some of the finest passive recreational and environmental
opportunities in South Florida. The City’s natural areas are

home to numerous protected fauna and flora species.

Great Blue Heron

Wildlife needs

wild lands
1

he 1991 bond referendum for Environmentally
Sensitive Lands and the 1999 bond referendum for Land

Acquisition for Conservation Purposes provided the

Mottled Ducks

funding for the purchase of wild lands, the majority of
which were once owned by the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation.

“Let us permit nature to have her own way.
She understands her business better than we do.”

—Montaigne

According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, 95 endangered or threatened species of birds,
reptiles, mammals, insects and plants have been sighted
within the City’s limits. A bird and wildlife sanctuary, Palm
Beach Gardens is a great place to live. A partnership
between public and private lands under preservation allows
residential and commercial developments to preserve some
of the historical wilds of Florida through effective planning
of the City’s natural resources. These natural areas serve as

an entranceway into other Palm Beach County natural areas.

In the wild, you are

e invite you to study Nature in your own
back yard. Outdoor activities such as picnicking, hiking,
canoeing, bird and wildlife watching, fishing, biking,
photography and horseback riding are just minutes away
from the City’s Municipal Complex at Military Trail and
Burns Road.

When you stroll through Frenchman’s Forest Natural
Area off Prosperity Farms Road, it is hard to imagine
that only two miles away, someone else is strolling

through the Gardens Mall.

the visitor to the

animal’'s home.

“The society that invests in
conservation is a society that believes
its future is secure.”

—David Strubs,
Secretary of the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection

(0. Enjoy.
Leave no trace.

Use “forest etiquette” when you meet Mother Nature.

Cooperation

Some of our natural areas are in various stages of development, but
open spaces are secure for future generations to enjoy. The City
Council anticipates future partnerships with a number of State

agencies: Palm Beach County, South Florida Water Managementt

District, Northern Palm Beach County Improvement District, Fleate: pickiyiivast gl oy Bawe: heen fefi behind. On

Florida Power & Light and many of the public and private organi- RS I SR p Mt BERRaty 4 appiopiate loca-

zations that will collectively bring the components together for a tions. Do not feed or touch wild animals. Watching them

: . watch you is the primary experience you want to brin
viable conservation program managed for the future. y p Y €xp b g

home. Also, the only noise you want to hear in the forest
. is the sound of nature. Radios are for urban life.
Trees are a renewable resource. Water is our most valued resource.

The land holds it together, and we are its stewards. Look around Poisonous plants can be identified if you bring along a

the City of Palm Beach Gardens and you will see a vital economy EES R BGK. If youlue curigus young people

gl atiegacec] xees wail plancs exploring with you, teach them what poison ivy looks like

before they start itching. Traveling in pairs is safer and
more fun, and before leaving home, tell someone where
you are going. Please use all appropriate safety gear when

pleasure boating and biking.

‘

species of special concern because their upland

habitat is dwindling, the Gopher tortoise can be found in
preserves munching on prickly pear cactus and native grasses.
The Gopher tortoise uses its strong front legs to dig burrows,
sometimes up to 15 feet long. These underground tunnels

shelter many other animals as well. Care should be taken when

viewing these and any other animals. Binoculars and telephoto

gans”

} Bt el

lenses are great aids in getting close-up views of wildlife.

Have fun, but be prepared when visiting the great outdoors.
A Insects should be expected, so bring along insect repellent for
mosquitoes, deer flies, gnats, ticks and chiggers. Watch your step;
fire ants and bees can be avoided if you are looking for them.
Winter in South Florida is the best time for some outdoor
activities, but the Florida sun can be intense all year long.
Using sunscreen or wearing a hat can protect you, just like
sitting under a large shade tree. For those long walks, also

bring a bottle of water.
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