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Frenchman’s Reserve PCD 
Preserve Relocation 

PCD Amendment 
October 19, 2016 

 
Introduction 
On behalf of the Applicant, Frenchman’s Reserve Country Club, Inc., we are requesting a PCD 
Amendment for proposed modifications to the existing configuration of the golf course and 
preserve areas within the Frenchman’s Reserve Planned Community Development (PCD).  
Frenchman’s Reserve is located on the south side of Alternate A1A, at the intersection of Hood 
Road and Alternate A1A in the City of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 
 
Project Contact 
Agent/Planner - Cotleur & Hearing 
Donaldson Hearing / Nicole Plunkett 
1934 Commerce Lane, Suite 1 
Jupiter, FL 33458 
Phone: (561) 747-6336 x 102 
E-mail: dhearing@cotleur-hearing.com  
 
Background 
The Frenchman’s Reserve Planned Community Development (PCD) was approved by the City 
Council through the adoption of Ordinance 4, 2001. Frenchman’s Reserve is located directly 
east of the intersection of Hood Road and Alternate A1A. The Master Plan approval included 
530 single-family dwelling units, an 18-hole golf course, and a 45,000 square-foot clubhouse 
facility. The PCD encompasses approximately 434 acres of property. 
 
The PCD was amended by Ordinance 34, 2009 to transfer condition of approval to Resolution 
97, 2009 and allow the reduction of the lake maintenance easement from 20 feet to 15 feet. 
One of the affected lakes, Tract L2, was located within the golf course area. 
 
Resolution 176, 2001 approved an expansion to the clubhouse by approximately 10,000 square 
feet, along with tennis courts, pool, and guest room facilities. 
 
Land Use and Zoning 
The subject property has a zoning designation of Planned Community Development (PCD) with 
a Future Land Use designation of Residential Low (RL).  
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Project Description 
Frenchman’s Reserve has initiated an update to the existing golf course design. The existing golf 
course has not had a major redesign since 2001. In order to remain competitive amongst the 
other golf course communities in the surrounding area, it is important that life be brought back 
to the existing course. Over the last several years, many of the surrounding communities have 
completed similar significant updates to their golf courses.  
 
As part of the overall update, the Applicant is proposing to add approximately 4 acres of the 
existing preserve area to the golf course.  The portion of preserve to be added to the golf 
course is located along the southern property boundary of the PCD, south of the driving range, 
and west of the 18th hole tee box. In an effort to reconcile the loss in preserve acreage, the 
Applicant has identified several locations throughout the golf course and Clubhouse areas that 
are proposed to be converted to preserve area in order to reconcile the acreage lost. The 
Applicant has provided an exhibit showing a total of 5.03 acres of additional areas proposed to 
be added to the PCD preserve area. The selected areas were strategically selected based on 
their proximity to existing preserves and quality of vegetation in the area. A preserve relocation 
exhibit identifying the selected areas and a written assessment, which describes each area has 
been provided herein. 
 
Preserve Areas 
There are 12 total areas which are identified on the preserve relocation exhibit as proposed 
preserve locations. Areas A, B, C, C-2, D, and D-2 are expansions of existing preserve areas and 
are mostly considered as scrub preserve. Areas E, F, G, and H are adjacent to the existing homes 
and provide ten (10) feet of clearance for fire protection and accessibility. Areas I and J are 
located in the northeast portion of the site and are considered a mix of upland/wetland 
preserve complex. A planting palette of native upland vegetation will include Slash Pines, Oaks 
and Sabal Palms with the canopy and a midstory/groundcover palette of Saw Palmetto, 
Cocoplum, and Muhly grasses.  Landscape plans for all 12 preserve areas have been provided 
herein. 
 
Short Course 
The proposed short course within the 4.02 acre affected area will include a putting green, a tee 
box to hit range balls from the south side of the range, a 45-yard practice hole, a 60-yard 
practice hole, and a 90-yard practice hole.  A short course site plan has been provided herein.  A 
30-foot landscape buffer runs along the south side of the short course and a landscape plan, 
consisting of native plants, has been included herein. 
 
Traffic 
There is no change in the number of golf course holes as a result of this request. Therefore, 
there is no increase in trips. 
 
Conclusion 
This Applicant has provided the above information and accompanying exhibits to staff for their 
review. We feel that the proposed PCD amendment is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive 
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Plan and zoning regulations.  The Applicant looks forward to working with Staff to respond to 
any questions or issues that might arise as a result of your review. 
 




